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News from Pastor Luke
“Responding to the Chaos Around Us”
This past year certainly seemed to be full of dark surprises: Ebola outbreak in Africa, 3 Malaysian Airline flights crashed or vanished, Russia almost starting a war with Ukraine, racial riots in Ferguson and New York City.  It’s not just the headlines that are full of chaos, but in the lives of our families, friends, and within our own life as well.

This January, we are starting a series entitled: “Responding to the Chaos around Us.”  Over the next four weeks, we will be studying different ways to respond biblically to the chaos around us in the world and also within our personal lives and relationships.  It is my hope, that together we can take a breath and start being proactive instead of reactive as a congregation and as disciples of Jesus.  
About the Advent Wreath
       From Pastor Bob Edwards, Bethlehem UCC Online News

Friends and Members:

The Advent Wreath that adorns our Sanctuary and many homes has an interesting history. There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the cold and dark December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended-sunlight days of Spring. In Scandinavia during winter, lighted candles were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn the wheel of the earth back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth. 

By the Middle Ages, the Christians adapted this tradition and used Advent wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation for Christmas. After all, Christ is “the Light that came into the world” to dispel the darkness of sin and to radiate the truth and love of God. By 1600, both Catholics and Lutherans had more formal practices surrounding the Advent wreath. 

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly. 

The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. 

All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection. The three purple, one pink and one white candles have special meanings and are lit in sequence. 

The white candle is lit on Christmas Eve and is the Christ Candle. The others represent either hope, peace, joy and love or the Prophet’s, Angels, Bethlehem or Shepherd’s Candle. “

Called Congregational Meeting
January 4, 2015
At the church council meeting on Sunday, December 21, it was decided to ask the congregation to support the renovation/repair/maintenance of the stained glass windows at the church.  

 

Earlier this month, council member David Frye and Tom Dawson met with Mark Davidson of Associated Crafts from Bolingbrook, IL to discuss the necessary repairs and removal of the yellowed Plexiglas currently covering the windows.  The windows would be caulked both inside and outside, pieces of loose glass would be tightened/repaired, and the windows would be covered with tempered glass so they could be viewed from the outside.  It is anticipated that this work would dramatically increase the lighting within the church.  The estimate for all of this work would be approximately $35,000 and could happen as soon as February with congregational approval.  Treasurer, James McHone, indicates funds are available.  

 

The congregation will be asked to vote on this expenditure on Sunday, January 4.  If you have any questions prior to the vote on January 4, be sure to ask David Frye or Tom Dawson.  Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
Thank You from the Staff

Pastor Luke, Cory and Maria would like to thank the congregation for their generous monetary Christmas bonus.  It was greatly appreciated by all of us.  It was most thoughtful of each of you to remember us during the Christmas season.
Welcome to the New Council
for 2015
This following persons have been elected to serve on Council:
Class of 2015



Class of 2016



Class of 2017
Maria Blair



DD Dawson



Shelia Caldwell

Andrew Leckrone


Jane Garber



Barb Frye

Brenda Sullivan


James McHone


David Frye

Officers for this year are:


President:
   
Maria Blair


Vice President   
Barb Frye


Secretary
  
Jane Garber


Financial Secretary
DD Dawson


Treasurer

James McHone 
Annual Congregational Meeting Scheduled
February 1st 
The Annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, February 1st following the service.  The purpose of this meeting is the presentation of the annual reports from the Pastor, and standing committees - Christian Education, Garden, Mission Outreach, Parish Life, Property, Stewardship (financial), and Worship.
If you are a chairperson of one of these committees, please have your report to the church office no later than January 22.   Also, if you have a new mailing address, email address, phone number, or other contact information, please let the church office know ASAP for any updates to the church directory.

Immediately following the meeting, a congregational luncheon will be held in the social hall.  Soups will be provided, and you are asked to bring sandwiches, a side dish, salad, or dessert to share.
In case of inclement weather the meeting will be held on February 8th.  

Ushers for January  -  Maria Blair and Brenda Sullivan
Ushers for February –  David and Rachel Frye

Communion Preparation   -   Steve and Kathy Starick
        Reader Schedule                                 Coffee Hour Schedule
January 4

Tom Dawson






January 11    

Brenda Sullivan


     Maria Blair




January 18

Jessica Wood







January 25

Patty Harlan
                                         Brenda Sullivan




February 1

Danielle Bennington                               Congregational Meeting and Lunch

February 8
     
Cory Leckrone       


      David and Rachel Frye



February 15

Terri Denton







February 22               Loretta Frantz


                  Jane Garber




March 1                     Adair McConnell    
Please make the following changes in your church directory:

Bob and Shirley Henrikson

100 Caledonia Heights Rd, Apt. B-1

Moorefield, WV 26836

540-820-2192 - Bob’s cell         540-746-0254 – Shirley’s cell
Email:  Shirley – shirlee39@hardynet.com           Bob – rchenrikson@hardynet.com
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